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Writing the book
on green housmg

Students team
up with Habitat
for Humanity

By Gemry Bmith
TN RO TOR

Motalbe Blagloll wanted 1o
voluntesr for manual labor
It when she called DuPagn
Habital*for Hommnily ihe
agency had somsething else

green housing projece.

you help us with a#r"”
called Biagioll, 21, 2am arch
fosture major af the Colloge

of BuPage.

And 50 began an usuial
E::wthm ln.  DuPage

by to address two nuajor
challenpes fcing (he coun-
L oo () G ATV PTR E Y
anc pul peaple e homes
ey cam alford,

Thts somesiey, Callegs of
Pafape sludems are deviz-
ing & plan for DuPage Habi-
tad fer Humanity 1o build 1
affordable, energyeificlont
honses i West Chicago owver

the next three years. The [0~ —

cmufﬁﬁ ﬁmhid:;m case
5 o green .
tochinlques with guidarce [0
fomn Commonwealth Edi-

- mw =T
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Cotege of DuPage architaciuig Students ok over blusprints
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“We pealizad il was an
amazing opporiunity for the
studenis,” said Jane Oster-
gaard, archifecture coondl
nator ar the college “Any
time a student <N #ngags
wilh & real clent in & Teal
wondd situation is & huge op
portunity b0 make el
huklies vl

Far the architecture and
construction  managenent
shawlbenty, e project |soa
plinypae intd e fumure of
theair ehosen field. While Lhe
honsing market has phumn
moted, bailders siomaide
wre Arylng o survive by st
iracting bauyers with energy-
sarving hininos,

The foleral govorniment
liaa vecently irowm dis sup-
port bahind groen building
Titbiakives, Last yoar, e U5,
Department of Encrgy s
sl @ "Hakiders Challenge”
far the indusiry toconstrucl
230,000 ulbra-giTicient bomes
iy L

And the Obama adminis-
irztion has mede energy efli-
ciency & policy priotiie The
giimulee  pagkage, which
wiss sigved  bde law last
minth, fnckudes at lepst $20
million for poegrams & e
woebreh green balbllng stal
wiglen and fd sevoral pro-
grams, including one o in-
prove enorgy efficiehcy b
Tow-imtoie honss and gov
eriument bubltings.

The molives bohind the
project are nof anly enviren:
mantal. Fincd iz Ineeption
iy 1986, [uPage Habitat for
Humankty has sroggled to
cranly 0 dbvorse hﬂus.luF
shock in tie county a8 devel:
oger s hiave tovn devwr afford-
able  homes o huiid
“Mlcddensions,” said Sarah
Bravhie, executive direstor
for the ageney, which builds
or Tohabs howmes angd sails
tham at e prolit

With w limited bedget, the

mamaray e s sl llivine ol

Fenvures, which ofton add
ihousande to the cost of &
homme. This = where (he Col-
lege of Dulage sbedents
Lo i

[ri their class, called Sus-
tainable [esimd lnttiative,
they are studying  simple
modifications i could be
made 1o [he howmes, e us-
Iz more eco-friendly paint
or conserving emerzy by

windows o maxi

iz winster sunlizght

I Jum, DuPage Habit
for Humnnbty will break
prosnd on the Sacre Plonesr
Prairie subdivision using
2.5 million n philanthraop-
lo, government and commu-
nity funds to pay for the new
Tans il veliab Mive others
elsewlere in the county.

Tolhe in oneof the homes,
families mual darn enough
incomdr 10 pay i 30yesr
i o the Hobiwr for
Humanity and nﬂu&ﬂhml
progerty laxes and ulllities,
spuind 250 hours building
thelr hemes and thel neigh-
bors' homes and take classes
on fnanee, bodpeting and
home repaie

Pionwar Prairie will dom:
onslralo  how - energy-eili-
#laast haman pan halo hmsin.
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1o e v iy e Ploiweer Brairie Swvelopment i Wieal Chizagn,

an power Bills, Bracibe said.

Pz g nol just o

the onv ironmment, its
poad eoonomicaily for
e Binag ferm, ™ she sald.

Bizgioli eaid she has spent
much of her Uime doing In-
terel ressarch on manufae-
turers of Energy-caving
products such as tanlkbess
watar headers

Sle zald she hopes the
class will give ber a better
wivterstanding of the markot
for sustuinable  building
pructloes,

Her professoy sald tha
project gives studonts expe.
Tiente being “environ
mmenial stewards "

“1 permeates ony fmdues-
oy mow"” Ostergaand said
"This gives studants the op:
portumify e sce (al connes-
Uan,®
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Matalls Wisghodl wanited to volun
tewer far paaniual labow: RUL when the
ot bbedd DhaPagn Habyint Sor Miman
s the mgpe ey’ Pusd soamethines ebso in
b,

Preey dadd, "We have this preen
honaimg progect. Can |, yos belp s
with U5 " venibnd. Blogioli, 11, an
architoefire s e 2f the Codleye of
MuPige

ADd 80 Degan wn Gesl parier
shilp i Dalpgs Cointy b0 mddivss
ey o challenges  facing e
conntry-— how b conEerse BRery
sl gran prsapde i haomess they can af
Ml

Thila soriifiy L'*Jul.-iel.- of DuP e
studenig an ilrviming n plan for Tha
Page Fabiinl for Munsnity 10 build
1 afordalibe,  ober gy oMot
lonses I Wist Chieage over The
ned thoes yrars The class offors
studonts & i sty on green biild
g fechnbgues Wit pubiddsen Do
Commonwailth Bdlsin cxperis

=W realion] it was A amaging
opportanity for the studemte” w2
dama Cterpaaed, sielilbeg tare o

dipator al the-eolloge, “Aay thine s
sttt can engape witha mal client
jins il b sangatingy s hogeap
porfynity b ks (el slwidles
rral”

For the  srchifectome  and oone
struction  nrinmEonl  efoddnis,
Vb parpet st leﬂ“km priki Lhsi i
Vinre of Ahaar o B Theld, Wikl the
foomsing  moarket e plosmonntoed,
hailders nalionwide wre irving to
sirviae by altracting buoyers wth
PN - (g Pl

The foderal gorrnment has e
eomlly  thown . [ siigport  Dieh brd
green bullding baibiatives Lo voar,
the L& Deueriment of Brergy Is
dedd A& "Buniders Chatlengs” for the
iy Lo constront S0 o0 il
#ilicirnt bomes by Ak

Al the Otoma sdmmissration
Fen i ominy gy efTiC ey o policy
prlopity . Thie stbmmlus  pockn g,
which was dlgmed inte daw lasl
o, snechudis nf foast S0 million
for presrams (o peEcanth  gioun
Purideimg sbratigurs and fened sevieral
programe, i iring o 4 mprrao
energy oficiemey i o boeme
Hisrnes i govermoman-huldings
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slmjde o fient |one et conkd b

Anartal s rbnderog thawe o o th efeepy-wiiciant hanki L &3 be ST B e
Pehoety e s develog ment 0 WS Chdags,

wte not only envisonmontal, Since
ke eeptin b 1, Dl ki
tat for Mhunapkty hes stiogeled o
creoto udiverse hodsingstock i the
ehimEy | e deinkhperd o  Barn
domi aflloodable hosres be bl
“MoNansiend " sa{d Sarah Brachie,
executive director for the agEney
ilinidy bagthite o podiibig P and

WLl thean sl no prod it

With m limelbed Braskae, ihe ageney
facesd the chailonge of finoeing on
cruy-efTiciont featurw, which often
b hrasarnds 1o 1 cont O & Botna
This by wisre the Cellege of EraPage
whudainlE come in,

In tharir class, called Sustainzblie
D [nathative, thiey aee atidying

il Lt Debormies, Dies iainng s
ocodilondly gaind or conserying en
ereey by placing, windows G mea
ity winber siilight Y Jupe [y
Fage  Habliat for Mimankiy, will
bl gerormmed w01 thie E-acoe Ty
Pradvis auhdivinion uding 525 mil
Bt in philantheopls, ool
arad eninastendly Tands to pay forthe
new honpee amd reball Tin ofbers
plasia Mete 10 tha Wi FEILY
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