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DuPage Habitat Helps 50th Family Achieve Homeownership

WHEATON, Ill. – On Sunday, May 15, Lila Petty, a single mom with three kids, officially became a DuPage Habitat homeowner.  This is a milestone for Lila and for DuPage Habitat for Humanity, as Lila is the fiftieth homeowner to purchase a home through DuPage Habitat.  DuPage Habitat is the local affiliate of Habitat for Humanity International, an ecumenical Christian housing ministry dedicated to helping limited-income families achieve the dream of homeownership.  

Realizing this dream did not come easily for Lila.  In addition to saving money for her downpayment and closing costs, DuPage Habitat’s program required Lila to log 250 “sweat” hours helping to build Habitat homes and attending pre-homeownership classes.  As a homeowner, Lila will repay an interest-free mortgage to Habitat and will pay property taxes and insurance.

Lila’s path to homeownership included support from other companies and organizations in DuPage County.  Lila’s new home is one of the same homes targeted by the County-administered Neighborhood Stabilization Program.  

“DuPage County was tasked with helping to stabilize distressed communities by purchasing, renovating and reselling foreclosed homes,” commented Mary Keating, Director of DuPage County’s Department of Community Services. Additionally, Keating added that “to implement this quickly and effectively, we partnered with several trusted local agencies, including DuPage Habitat, to get the work done.  We are very happy to have had a role in making homeownership possible for Lila and her family.”

As she prepared for Habitat homeownership, Lila continued to work full-time at her customer service job in Franklin Park and rented a townhouse through Community Housing Association of DuPage (CHAD), which provides affordable rental units in DuPage County.  

“We’re thrilled that Lila is ready to become a homeowner,” said Paul Chedda, Executive Director of CHAD.  “CHAD is here to provide much-needed and in-demand affordable rental housing for families who need it, and we wish those families well when they are ready to take the next step to homeownership.” 

“Everyone wins when agencies collaborate. Together, we can help families and our community better and with less overlap.  We are so glad that Lila has reached this milestone, and that by working with partners in our community, Habitat has been able to help 50 local families with a combined 141 children,” commented Sarah Brachle, DuPage Habitat for Humanity’s Executive Director.

As for Lila, she’s happy not to have to move again. “This is my home to stay,” Lila stated.
For families interested in partnering with DuPage Habitat on the journey to homeownership, they must attend one of the upcoming information sessions: May 17, June 20, and July 27 from 6:30pm-8:30pm, and August 14, 1:30pm-4:30pm. All sessions are held at the DuPage Habitat office at 1600 E. Roosevelt Road in Wheaton. All applicants must be present and on time for each session; additionally, prospective applicants must stay for the entire session to be eligible to apply. Please visit www.dupagehabitat.org for more details on becoming a DuPage Habitat homeowner.
--More--


About DuPage Habitat for Humanity
DuPage Habitat for Humanity is a locally run affiliate of Habitat for Humanity International, a nonprofit, ecumenical Christian housing organization. DuPage Habitat serves DuPage County, Illinois and works in partnership with people in need to build modest and affordable housing by building and renovating houses using donated materials and volunteer labor. These houses are then sold to limited-income families needing decent shelter.  Those who qualify must demonstrate their commitment to home ownership by investing 250 hours of sweat equity and repaying the cost of their house through a no-interest long-term loan. This “giving a hand up—not a hand out” approach gives families pride in their accomplishment of homeownership.  For further information please visit www.dupagehabitat.org.
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